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• The Cohesion and Interreg agenda might still shift considerably, as 

a reaction to the crisis.

• Focus on common understanding of intentions

• Mechanics not 100% stable

Warning



Setting the scene

Six Post 2020 Interreg IPA Cross Border Orientation Papers

Coronavirus Response Investment Initiatives for IPA (CRII & CRIIPlus

& CRIIIPA)

Programming negotiations 

Post 2020 Interreg IPA ETC in an enlargement perspective

Conclusions

In this presentation…
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1 Setting the scene



“The EU has provided support to its partners and

neighbours throughout this crisis and is ready to do

more.”

‘Europe's moment: Repair and prepare for the next 

generation’ package, Brussels, 27 May 2020.



1.“Recalling the 2000 Zagreb, the 2003 Thessaloniki and the

2018 Sofia Summits, the EU once again reaffirms its

unequivocal support for the European perspective of the

Western Balkans. The Western Balkans partners reiterated

their commitment to the European perspective as their firm

strategic choice.”

By the leaders of the European Union (EU) and its Member States, in consultation with Western Balkans

leaders, and in the presence of regional and international stakeholders



Policy context: other key drivers

• Commission Communication on "Enhancing the 

accession process - A credible EU perspective for the 

Western Balkans" of 5 February 2020

• Council Conclusions on Enlargement and Stabilisation 

Association Process adopted on 25 March 2020

• Commission drafts negotiating frameworks for Albania 

and North Macedonia on 1 July 2020 -> Revised 

enlargement methodology proposed 



2 Six Post 2020 Interreg IPA Cross Border Orientation 

Papers



Border Orientation Papers (BOPs) Rationale

• To provide ideas and recommendations – Not a negotiating 

Mandate !

• Takes into account the external pressure on the budget – need 

to increase effectiveness and efficiency. 



BOPs’ main features

1. Consolidate existing Cooperation: 

 Emphasis on synergies with other CBC and TN programmes

2. Reinforce the Strategic Dimension: 

 More coherence with Macro-Regional Strategies (EUSAIR mainly and EUSDR) and other 

strategic and political initiatives 

 Flagship/Strategic/Large infrastructure projects

3. Increase the Impact of the Programme Thematic concentration : 

 Capitalization on previously achieved results                                                        

 Refocusing on functional areas



BOPs’ main features

4. Supporting institutional cooperation through the two new Interreg 

Specific Objectives: 

 Interreg Specific Objective 1(ISO1): Better cooperation governance 

 Interreg Specific Objective 2 (ISO2): Safer and more secure European Union 

5. Putting in place mechanisms for new delivery tools : 

 Simple financial instruments (FIs) with a grant component 

 Small Projects Funds

6. Exploring the use of joint territorial instruments: 

 European grouping of territorial cooperation (EGTC) or legal body 

 Integrated Territorial Investments (ITI), Another Territorial Tools (ATT) or Community Local 

Led Development (CLLD) 

 “Other” territorial tools under Policy Objective 5 (PO5)



3 Coronavirus Response Investment Initiatives 

for IPA (CRII & CRIIPlus & CRIIIPA)



The three packages of the Coronavirus Response 

Investment Initiative for IPA (CRII & CRIIPlus & CRII IPA)

• An unprecedented response of cohesion policy

• CRII (Reg 2020/460) and CRIIPlus (Reg 2020/558) apply 100% to IPA-CBC where 

Reg 447/2014 refers to CPR and ETC EXCEPT:

CRII and CRIIPlus:

• Art. 25a(1) CPR, 100% co-financing rate

• Art. 30(5) CPR, transfer flexibility

• Art. 25a(5) CPR, thematic concentration.

CRIIIPA (Reg 2020/891):

• New Art. 28(2a), 100% copy-paste

• New Art. 31(5a), 100% copy-paste + 

31(2)+(3) Reg 447 shall not apply

• After consultation no need to amend Art. 

29 Reg 447



• More flexibility and liquidity thanks to:

• Full flexibility on thematic concentration -> For programme amendments, no need to respect thematic 

concentration requirements + Flexibility and simplified transfer of funds 

• Increasing EU co-financing rates to 100% -> Possible for the accounting year 2020-2021

CRII & CRIIPlus & CRIIIPA - Making EU funds resources 
fully available for the fight against the coronavirus crisis 
and its economic consequences



• Less administrative burden thanks to:

• Simplified procedure to amend Cooperation Programmes

• No more amendments to Partnership Agreements

• Deadline for the submission of annual reports for 2019 extended -> Till 30 September this year.

• Eased use of a non-statistical sampling method for audit

• Selection after 1 February 2020 of projects in view of fighting the health crisis -> can be selected before 

the approval of the amended programme.

• Up to 10% financial flexibility per priority at programme closure

• Decommitment and force majeure

CRII & CRIIPlus & CRIIIPA - Making EU funds resources 
fully available for the fight against the coronavirus crisis 
and its economic consequences



4 Programming negotiations 



• Commission was prepared for the 2021-2027 programming exercise more than half a year 

earlier than for the 2014-2020 period.

• Indicative negotiations calendar based on current progress:

• Informal dialogues between the Commission and the Member states/Interreg authorities: on-going.

• Mature drafts of programming documents: expected to be submitted in the second half 2020.

• Formal submission of programming documents ready for adoption: expected by the end of 2020.

• Possible COVID19 delays!

Programming negotiations



Post 2020 Interreg IPA Cross-border Cooperation 

programmes – EC proposal for continuity and 

capitalisation on 2014-2020 geography



5 Post 2020 Interreg IPA ETC in an 

enlargement perspective



“By participating to Interreg IPA transnational and CBC

programmes, Western Balkans countries are using

shared management in the same way MS are doing,

which is a highly valuable experience in the context of

the last Communication on the EU accession process.”

Lunch event organised by Baden-Württemberg "The 

Enlargement Perspective of the Western Balkan States and 

the Role of the Regions - What is the contribution of macro-

regional strategies?”, Mrs Lena Andersson-Pench, Director 

REGIO.D, Brussels, 20 February 2020.



• ETC ‘mantras’:

• Boosting growth and cohesion in EU Border Regions, 

• Reduction of cross-border obstacles, 

• Inclusive and apolitical approach, 

• People to people cooperation, 

• Good neighbourly relations and reconciliation.

• ISO2 on external borders: “Peace, security and development are all 

mutually dependent”. (President Ursula von der Leyen in her Agenda for Europe)

Post 2020 Interreg IPA ETC in an enlargement perspective



• PO5: 

• Integrated territorial approach, 

• Tailor-made policy mixes

• ISO1 on external borders: 

• Democracy + reform and democratic transitions, 

• Efficient public administration,

• Civil society

Post 2020 Interreg IPA ETC in an enlargement perspective



6. Conclusions



Conclusions

For the 2021-2025 period , the Commission proposes re-focusing its 

narrative and actions along four main clusters – all of which would take 

account of the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic and the lessons 

learned from it -> Border regions need to become more resilient in their 

governance:

• Public services in border regions: Cross-border health care, public transport, joint digital services, rescue and 

emergency services

• Green Deal implementation

• Labour market and education: Labour mobility in all its dimensions (access to jobs, fight against brain drain, etc)

• Institutional cooperation: Governance of cross-border regions and their key services to citizens + integrated and 

comprehensive approach to security.



My last tip:use time 

smartly to focus on 

YOUR needs + be 

inspired by examples

Hopefully this 

presentation will help 

you to programme 

Interreg IPA ETC.



#ThisistheEU



Keep in touch

EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

@EU_Commission

@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission

@EuropeanCommission

EUTube

https://open.spotify.com/user/v7ra0as4ychfdatgcjt9nabh0?si=SEs1mANESea5kzyVy7HvDw
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube


Thank you

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that 

are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Pictures, source: Unsplash

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

